Dear Dave, 9 /iy/yO 

* I don't know that this will help you with your students but you&ll see 
from today's Wash. Post story that I'll enclose that my analyses and conjectures about 
the Bush administration and the Saddam mess, which is really a goddam mess, were correct. 
What 1 have in mind relating to students, if yfiu get into such things, is really how 
easy it is to make correct analyses on national and international affairs. 

j I began by saying that there has to have been an intelligence failure, and as I'll 

get to there was, and I wound up saying that the possibility that the Bush administration 
wanted what happened to happen, the alternative being that at the very least. State, CIA 
and the White ^ouse failed. I also said that it was certain that even a low-level analyst 
had to have understood what impended and to have pushed some paper on it upward. 

r fhis story reports yesterday's House foreign Affairs hearings. When I read it 
early this morning I highlighted a few thing in it for ■*dJL, who has not yet read it. 

Of these I call to your attention the disclosure that "intelligence reports giving "an 
invasion (of Kurait) a really high degree of probability' were submitted to policy makers 
'three or four days before' the Aug. 2 invasion." 

While this still ducks the apparent incompetence, unless the committee did not 
get full and complete tesTimony, of there not having been a competent analysis because 
it refers only to "intelligence reports" and dates them so close to the invasion. It can 
be assumed that an analysis covered the reports as they were bucked upward but there 
should have been such analyses much earlier, as I'll explain. 


The date attributed to these intelligence reports roughly coincides with the time 
that Saddam pretty much spelled it out to what for lack of a better description is our 
ambassador. -4id that close to the actual invasion is incredible. It seems to me not to 
be possible for all the movements of tropps and equipment not to have been reported 
earlier, particularly when the intelligence from the satellites was examined. I still 
can’t believe that the administration, particularly the White House, was not informed 
earlier of the possibility if not the probability, and I know of nothing it did or said 
to deter Saddam. Its record, some of which is quoted in the story, is the exact opposite. 


Hamilton, who like all the democrats from what I've seen had remained silent and had 
not expressed any concerns of apprehensions, said that the administration "gave the 
impression that it was the policy of the United States not to come to the defense of 
Kuwait.' 1 The ambassador, to Saddam, had gone farthur. 


I can't believe that at the very latest, months and months ago, when Saddam, out 
of the blue, made those noises about retaliating against Israel with chemicaJL/bacterio- 
logical warfare, some analyses were not made. That cried out for it because there was no 
reason to believe that Israel planned any kind of an attack on iDraq, which it could not 
do with id army in eney event, so much territory separating the two countries. So, at that 
time, some analyst at least in State and CIA, had to have prepared an analysis of what 
Saddam could really have meant and of his reason or reasons. Also, someone uboirfeT analyst 


level should have had the same questions and concerns and asked for an analysis. Yet 
according to this account it was not until thee or four days before the actual invasion 
that any intelligence reports existed, without any mention of any analyses. 


I don't know what the newspapers did prior to the invasion but they, too, should 
have wondered what Saddam was really thinking and what he really meant when he said he 
would use CBW if Ssrale attacked him, which it could do by air only in any event. I am not 
aware of any such reporting or news analysis and there was none on the prime TV newscasts, 
with all the nets having correspondents on the scene and in other capitals. 


If the things that occured to me when so much else was on my mind when x read the 
papdrs, isn't it obvious that an accurate analysis wqs easy to arrive at and that those 
paid by the government and the media to do precisely that, with full time and attention 
qn it, should have done the same thing earlier and better? 

/9nd.,if they did not contrive it, what kind of idiots do we have in the White House, 

State and CIA that this could even appear to catch us by surprise? Makes it difficult to 
believe that what happened is not what they wanted. Best, / , 



